So                    INDIA   FOR   THE    INDIANS
An Asian writer recently declared that the future for the
peoples of the Far East was bright since they were the
inheritors of the technical advances of the West, and would
be able to move at one step from the era of the bullock-cart
to the age of jet planes and atomic power !
Even on the level of the mechanical, that seems a dubious
advantage, though experience in the Second World War did
tend to show that man is amazingly adaptable in the material
things of life. How will it work on the mental and moral
planes ?
Assa Singh, a Sikh who regards with alarm the antics of
his compatriots in the ranks of the Akali Sikhs, and who is
remarkably fair-minded, said thoughtfully one day that he
felt that the chief sins Indians had a right to lay at Britain's
door were not sins of commission but sins of omission.
" I don't complain about the British rule as having been
oppressive," he said, " but I do complain that it was not
oppressive enough."
"Well, Assa, your complaint has the merit of being
original," I laughed. " I don't recollect anyone making
that charge before."
" Perhaps not.    It is the real crime they committed 'all
the same."
" Why ? "
He shrugged. " They broke down the old social system.
Perhaps they only meant to remove what was evil and unjust
in their eyes. What they don't seem to have realised is
that the features they regarded as abuses were part and parcel
of a living thing. They cut them out. Then they were
surprised that they had to deal with a corpse. They had
to push and pull madly whenever they wanted to move it
the slightest fraction of an inch in any direction. If they let
it go, it slumped back. What else did they expect ? What
would they do to a surgeon who said that because a man's
heart was" not working properly he would cut it out, or
that a birthmark on the jugular vein looked ugly and he